AWARD WINNING BOOKS

INDEPENDENT READING LIST 

2012 - 2013
Your award winning book selections must be made from the list below, unless you receive approval directly from your teacher.  
AWARD WINNING BOOKS

Hugo Award: Awarded annually for the best science fiction or fantasy works of the previous year.

Asimov, Isaac. The Gods Themselves: In the twenty-second century, Earth obtains limitless, free energy from an alien source. But the process will eventually lead to the destruction of Earth.
Bear, Greg. Darwin’s Radio: Molecular biologist Kay Lang, a specialist in retroviruses, teams up with virus hunter Christopher Dicken and anthropologist Mitch Rafelson in an attempt to trace the ancient source of a flu-like disease that is killing expectant mothers and their offspring and threatening the future of the human race.
Card, Orson, Scott. Ender’s Game: Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a desperate battle against a deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human race.
Doctorow, Cory. Little Brother: Interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the aftermath of a major terrorist attack on San Francisco, California, seventeen-year-old Marcus is released into what is now a police state, and decides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set things right.
Gibson, William. Neuromancer: Case, a nerve-damaged data thief, is recruited by a new employer for a last-chance run against a powerful artificial intelligence.
Heinlein, Robert. Stranger in a Strange Land: After his arrival on Earth from his home on Mars, Valentine Michael Smith becomes the founder and pastor of a new religious sect.
Herbert, Frank. Dune: The story of a young prince, Paul Artreides, scion of a star-crossed dynasty, and of his journey from boy to warrior to ruler of a dying planet destined to become a paradise regained.
Le Guin, Ursula K. The Left Hand of Darkness: An official from an interplanetary federation is called in to arbitrate peace on a planet whose inhabitants are technically advanced, androgynous, and have telepathic powers.
Miéville, China. The City & the City: Inspector Tyador Borlu of the Extreme Crime Squad in Beszel, a decaying city on the southeastern fringes of Europe, is assigned to investigate the murder of a young woman found by a group of teens, and his inquiry leads him into complicated negotiations with Ul Qoma, a city that shares the same physical area with Beszel, separated across time and space by the dreaded Breach.                                                                                                                              
Robinson, Kim Stanley. Red Mars: In the year 2026, a group of one hundred colonists go to Mars to fulfill mankind's dream of populating the planet.
Vonnegut, Kurt. The Sirens of Titan: The richest, most depraved man in America blasts off in his private space ship for parts unknown with the one beautiful woman capable of resisting him.
Vonnegut, Kurt: Slaughterhouse Five: A fourth-generation German-American is tortured by his memories of the firebombing of Dresden in 1944 which he witnessed while a prisoner of war.
Alex Awards - The Alex Awards are given to adult books that have special appeal to teens. 

Bradley, James. Flags of Our Fathers: Presents an account of the Marines who came together during the battle of Iwo Jima to raise the American flag in a moment that has been immortalized in one of the most famous photographs of World War II.
Brooks, Geraldine. Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague: Anna Frith, a housemaid in a small mountain village in England becomes an unlikely hero as her neighbors try to survive the terrible plague of 1666.
Chevalier, Tracy. Girl with a Pearl Earring: Imagines the young woman in Johannes Vermeer's mysterious painting "The Girl With a Pearl Earring" as a sixteen-year-old Dutch girl named Griet who sparks the interest of the artist when she becomes a maid in his turbulent household.

Gruen, Sara. Water for Elephants: Ninety-year-old Jacob Jankowski finds himself haunted by memories of his past in the circus and the freaks, exotic animals, and other people he encountered as a performer.
Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night –Time: Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother.
Hamill, Pete. Snow in August: Eleven-year-old Irish Catholic Michael Devlin and Rabbi Judah Hirsch form a wonderful, if unlikely, friendship in Brooklyn in 1947, but the actions of a group of anti-Semitic thugs soon have them trapped in a spiral of hate and hoping for a miracle.

Hosseini, Khaled, The Kite Runner: Amir, haunted by his betrayal of Hassan, the son of his father's servant and a childhood friend, returns to Kabul as an adult after he learns Hassan has been killed, in an attempt to redeem himself by rescuing Hassan's son from a life of slavery to a Taliban official.
Jasper Fforde, Jasper. The Eyre Affair: Thursday Next, a Special Operative in literary detection in a time-altered Great Britain in which messing with the classics is a punishable offense, sets out to apprehend a criminal who is murdering characters from works of literature and has chosen Jane Eyre as his next victim.
Krakauer, Jon. Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster: The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest season and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense.

Lawson, Mary. Crow Lake: Kate Morrison, orphaned at the age of seven, grows up seeing her brilliant older brother Matt's failure to further his education as a tragedy, and feeling somewhat guilty about her own accomplishments, and it is not until years later that she finally sees the damage her faulty thinking has caused.
Niffenegger, Audrey. The Time Traveler’s Wife: Clare and Henry, deeply in love, try desperately to maintain normal lives even though he has been diagnosed with Chrono-Displacement Disorder, a condition in which his genetic clock periodically resets, pulling him through time to the past or future.
Otsuka, Julie. When the Emperor Was Divine:  A novel in which the members of a Japanese American family present their unique perspectives on the experience of being forced into an internment camp during World War II.
Rawles, Nancy. My Jim: Ex-slave Sadie Watson reveals to her granddaughter her experiences while in bondage and the love she had for her husband, Jim, who escaped down the Mississippi with Huck Finn when he learned he was to be sold.

Walls, Jeanette. The Glass Castle: A Memoir: The author recalls her life growing up in a dysfunctional family with an alcoholic father and distant mother and describes how she and her siblings had to fend for themselves until they finally found the resources and will to leave home.
Man Booker Prize:  Awarded to a novel written in English by a citizen of a British Commonwealth. 

Atwood, Margaret. The Handmaid’s Tale: Set in the near future, America has become a puritanical theocracy and Offred tells her story as a Handmaid under the new social order.
Atwood, Margaret. Oryx and Crake: Jimmy, perhaps the last living human unaltered by science, struggles for survival in a post-apocalyptic world as he tries to make sense of how everything went wrong, mourning the loss of his beloved Oryx.
Desai, Kiran. The Inheritance of Loss: While exploring the facets of romance with her Napali tutor, the Indian-Nepali insurgency reaches a frenzy, forcing Sai to revist her past and reconnect with her eccentric grandfather.
Ishiguro, Kazuo. Never Let Me Go: Thirty-one-year-old Kathy, along with old friends from Hailsham, a private school in England, are forced to face the truth about their childhood when they all come together again.

Jones, Lloyd. Mister Pip: On a remote tropical island where villages are overrun by rebel fighting, thirteen-year-old Matilda is introduced to the Charles Dickens classic "Great Expectations" by her white school teacher and becomes enthralled with the story's main character, with whom she feels a connection.
Keneally, Thomas. Schindler's List: The story of a man who took incredible risks and spent his considerable fortune to build a factory camp to protect Jews in World War II Germany
Martel, Yann. The Life of Pi: Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic childhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a zookeeper, sets off with his family at the age of sixteen to start anew in Canada, but his life takes a marvelous turn when their ship sinks in the Pacific, leaving him adrift on a raft with a 450-pound Bengal tiger for company.
McEwan, Ian. Atonement: Imaginative thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis, misinterpreting a scene between her older sister Cecilia and Robbie Turner, the housekeeper's son, later accuses Robbie of a crime she has no proof he committed and spends years trying to atone for her actions.
Roy, Arundhati. The God of Small Things: On a December day in 1969 twins Rahel and Estha, born to a wealthy family living in the province of Kerala, India, find their lives changed after the death of their English cousin who was visiting for the holidays.
Rushdie, Salman. The Satanic Verses: When their hijacked jet blows apart, two men miraculously survive. They have been chosen (by whom?) as opponents in an eternal wrestling match between Good and Evil.
Shields, Carol. The Stone Diaries: Story of an ordinary woman's struggle to find a place for herself in her own life.
Pulitzer Prize:  Awarded to works written by United States citizens.  There are 22 categories including fiction, non-fiction, biography, history, drama, poetry).
Aubern, David. Proof (drama): A play by David Auburn which explores the unknowability of love and the mysteries of mathematics.

Brooks, Geraldine. March: Follows the experiences of Mr. March, the father in Louisa May Alcott's "Little Women," as he witnesses the cruelty and racism of both Northern and Southern soldiers and the harsh realities of Civil War.

Buck, Pearl S. The Good Earth: The story of a Chinese peasant and his passionate, dogged accumulation of land during famine, drought, and revolution.
Chabon, Michael. The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay: Joe Kavalier has managed to escape from Nazi-occupied Prague, and now he must use his cunning wits to help rescue his family from Hitler's evil plans.
Cunningham, Michael. The Hours: Two women with very different lives are joined together at a party for an ailing poet, and together they realize that even though their lives are different, they are tied together by a common bond.

Diaz, Junot. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao: Overweight and nerdy Oscar lives with his Dominican American mother and sister in New Jersey and dreams of becoming a renowned author and finding true love, but unfortunately, a family curse stands in the way of his wishes.
Eugenides, Jeffrey. Middlesex:  Three generations of a Greek American family find themselves plagued by a mutant gene which causes bizarre side effects in the family's teenage girls.

Ferber, Edna. So Big: The story of Selina De Jong, a farmer in High Prairie, and her marriage, widowhood, eventual success as a truck farmer, and of her son, Dirk.
Harding, Paul. Tinkers: At the end of his life, an old man regresses into his memories of his New England youth, where he is reunited with his father--who was an epileptic traveling salesman--and revisits old wounds, feelings of love, and melancholy. 
Kingsolver, Barbara. The Poisonwood Bible:  A novel in which the wife and four daughters of an evangelical Baptist missionary chronicle their family's struggles in the Belgian Congo over three decades, beginning in 1959.
Lahiri, Jhumpa. Interpreter of Maladies: Contains nine short stories which chart the emotional journeys of characters seeking love beyond the borders of nations and generations.

Lewis, Sinclair. Arrowsmith: The story of a doctor who struggles to maintain his integrity as he is forced to give up successive positions as an instructor in medicine, small town doctor, and research pathologist-by various obstacles.
McCarthy, Cormac. The Road: A nameless man and his young son wander through a decimated landscape, searching for means of survival and a reason for hope as barbaric hordes of people roam the streets and ash falls from the sky.
McCourt, Frank. Angela's Ashes (biography): The author chronicles his impoverished childhood in Limerick, Ireland, in the 1930s and 1940s, describing his father's alcoholism and talent for storytelling; the challenges and tragedies his mother faced, including the loss of three children; and his early experiences in the Catholic church, and balances painful memories with humor.
McCullough, David. John Adams (biography):  Chronicles the life of the second president, John Adams, describing the many conflicts--including international exploits--he faced during his long political career and exploring the love story that was his marriage to Abigail and the complexity of his friendship with Thomas Jefferson.
Morrison, Toni. Beloved: Sethe, an escaped slave who now lives in post-Civil War Ohio, has borne the unthinkable and works hard at "beating back the past." She struggles to keep Beloved, an intruder, from gaining possession of her present while throwing off the legacy of her past.
Roth, Philip. American Pastoral:  Seymour "Swede" Levov, a hard working man who came of age in triumphant postwar America, must give up his dreams of a peaceful life when his daughter grows up to be a 1960s revolutionary terrorist.
Shaara, Michael. The Killer Angels: A fictional account of four days in July, 1863 at the Battle of Gettysburg discussing tactics, plans, and preparations for battle from both the Northern and Southern points of view.
Shanley, John Patrick. Doubt (drama): Presents a play set in the Bronx in 1964 about a nun, Sister Aloysius, who suspects that Father Flynn has more than a casual interest in the school's first African-American student.
Simon, Neil. Lost in Yonkers (drama): After the death of their mother, two boys in 1940s New York are sent to live with their difficult grandmother.
Toole, John Kennedy. A Confederacy of Dunces: Set in New Orleans, telling about Ignatius J. Reilly and his various attempts at employment and one-man wars.
Uhry, Alfred. Driving Miss Daisy (drama): The story of the strong bond that develops over the course of twenty-five years between an elderly Jewish widow and her chauffeur, an African-American man
Warren, Robert, Penn. All the Kings Men: Willie Stark, a well-intentioned idealistic back-country lawyer is unable to resist greed for power and lust for politics during his rise and fall as an American demagogue.
Wilbur, Richard. New and Collected Poems (poetry): A collection including six earlier volumes of Wilbur's poetry, twenty-seven new poems, and a cantata.
Wilson, August. The Piano Lesson (drama):  Dramatizes the struggles of an African-American family as they consider selling a prized possession, an ornate upright piano, in order to buy the tract of land upon which they were once enslaved.
National Book Award: Awarded to American works of fiction, non-fiction, poetry
Anderson, M.T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume I: The Pox Party: Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War.
Ellis, Joseph. American Sphinx : The Character of Thomas Jefferson (non fiction): A psychological profile of Thomas Jefferson, focusing on specific moments in the life of the politician to reveal his values and convictions.
Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man:  Griffin, a scientist, creates a serum to make himself invisible and eventually goes insane. 
Hitchens, Christopher. God Is Not Great (non-fiction): Journalist Christopher Hitchens explains why he believes religion "poisons everything," and presents his arguments for a more secular approach to life.
Jin, Ha. Waiting: Lin Kong struggles to balance his life between the two women he loves and the country that is trying to rule his life.
Malamud, Bernard. The Fixer: Yakov Bok, a Jewish handyman, is accused of the murder of a young Russian boy and refuses to confess to a crime he did not commit in spite of the injustices committed against him.
McCann, Colum. Let the Great World Spin: Philippe Petit's illicit 1974 high-wire walk between the World Trade Center towers is the touchstone for stories of the people down below, including an Irish monk living in the Bronx projects, a Park Avenue mother in mourning for her son who died in Vietnam, and a heroin-addicted hooker.
Styron, William. Sophie’s Choice: Three friends, Stingo, a twenty-two-year-old writer; Sophie, a survivor of the Nazi camps; and Nathan, her mercurial lover, share magical, heart-warming times until doom overtakes them as Sophie's and Nathan's darkest secrets are revealed.
PEN/Faulkner Award: Awarded to an American work of fiction.
Alexie, Sherman. War Dances: Contains short stories and poems from Native-American writer Sherman Alexie, including selections entitled "The Limited," "The Senator's Son," "Ode to Mixed Tapes," "Salt," and others.
Danticat, Edwidge. The Dew Breaker: A man tries to hide his violent past in Haiti from his new family as he rebuilds his life in America.
Guterson, David. Snow Falling on Cedars: When a newspaper journalist covers the trial of a Japanese American accused of murder, he must come to terms with his own past.
Jin, Ha. War Trash  Yu Yuan, a "volunteer" in the Chinese Army sent to bolster the Communists during the Korean War, sees his hopes of ever returning home evaporate when he is captured by the Americans and sent to a POW camp where his ability to speak English results in his being the unofficial translator for the pro-Nationalist and pro-Communist factions in the camp.
Patchett, Ann. Bel Canto: A group of international guests, taken hostage by terrorists while attending a birthday party at the home of the vice president of a small South American country, form bonds with their captors and enter into an almost idyllic lifestyle, united by the music of Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered soprano.
Roth, Philip. The Human Stain: Coleman Silk, a distinguished professor at a small New England college where he has managed over the course of fifty years to make a lot of enemies, experiences a sort of personal liberation when he is forced from his job on false claims of racism--a charge made all the more ironic due to a secret Silk has been keeping nearly his entire life.
Dashell Hammett Award & Edgar Allan Poe Award: Awarded to a work of mystery

Atwood, Margaret. The Blind Assassin: A story within a story in which the memoir of World War II era button heiress Iris Chase alternates with a science fiction romance about a blind killer who falls in love with a mute virgin.
Chandler, Raymond. The Long Goodbye: Marlowe is constantly on the move with a case involving a war-scarred drunk. A psychotic gangster's on his trail; he's in trouble with the cops; and an unequaled number of corpses turn up.
McCarthy, Cormac. No Country for Old Men: When Llewelyn Moss stumbles upon a group of murdered men, a stash of heroin, and more than two million in cash, he makes a rash decision and takes the money, which soon puts him and his young wife in danger as they are hunted by a ruthless drug lord.
Robinson, Pete. In a Dry Season: Detective Chief Inspector Banks investigates the murder of a young woman after her fifty-year-old remains were discovered in the dried up Thornfield Reservoir.
Bram Stoker Award:  Awards for horror

King, Stephen. Misery: A bestselling author is held captive in a wheelchair, made drug-dependent, and locked in his room by an angry nurse who demands he bring her favorite character back to life.
Sebold, Alice. The Lovely Bones: Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon, the victim of a sexual assault and murder, looks on from the afterlife as her family deals with their grief, and waits for her killer to be brought to some type of justice.
The Mythopoeic Awards: Literature in the fields of myth and fantasy

Gaiman, Neil. Anansi Boys: Charlie Nancy was leading a comfortable life until his father died and discovered that dear old dad was a human form of Anansi, the African trickster god, and that he had a brother, Spider, who inherited some of his father's godlike abilities.
Stewart, Mary. The Crystal Cave: The hollow hills. Merlin, the son of a Welsh princess, survives a perilous childhood on his way to fulfill his destiny as mentor, advisor, and friend to King Arthur.
Yolen, Jane. Briar Rose: In this retelling of "Sleeping Beauty," a young woman learns that her grandmother had a secret past tied to the Holocaust.
