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"Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut

Directions: Answer each of these questions with specific and direct examples from the text. 
Literary Focus: How do authors use specific literary techniques as a tool for social commentary? 
1. How does Vonnegut use the futuristic setting (and science fiction genre) to comment upon issues in modern society? What is he trying to say about equality (and our love of watching television)? 

2. Consider how George, Hazel, Harrison and the other characters are characterized. Describe them, and then identify whether they are flat/round/dynamic/static/foils, etc. How does Vonnegut use characterization to support his themes about society? 

3. How does Vonnegut use hyperbole (exaggeration) and situational irony to deliver some of the most important themes or messages in the story? What is exaggerated? What themes does the exaggeration and irony help to support? What tone (author’s feeling about the subject) is created through the use of these techniques? 

4. Is this a satire? If so, what is being satirized by the author? Or is it a tragedy? This is your opinion. Please support with examples from the story.
