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Standards Focus: Research Writing
Justice and Injustice: Grade 11 Research Project
FINAL EXAM GRADE 
Need more info? Need the materials? Go to: http://hamiltonenglish11.weebly.com (Click on “more” and  “Research Paper”) 
For the research component of our year-long thematic study of justice, you will complete an MLA research paper and presentation with a small group (or partner) on a selected topic. The topics below represent not only our thematic thread in English, but also touch upon many key topics from your current U.S. History or AP American class. Please be advised that this grade will serve as your FINAL EXAM for this course. If you fail to complete the paper, you may fail the course. 
Project Requirements: 

· A relevant and researchable topic on an issue or justice/injustice 
· A group (2/3 MAXIMUM) students who work well together 

· A 3-6 page research paper (not including cover page and works cited page) in MLA Style
· A minimum of three (3) separate sources on your topic (one can be your history textbook)
· An MLA cover page and works cited page

· Written on Google Drive to allow for paper sharing and editing 

· A 4-6 slide overview of your paper and presentation (on Google Presentation) 
	Task
	Type 
	Due Date
	Possible Points  
	Points Earned 

	Topic Choice
	Group 


	
	05
	

	3 Source Minimum
	Group 


	
	05
	

	Source Notes 
	Individual 


	
	10
	

	Outline and Works Cited Page
	Group


	
	10


	

	1st Draft (Complete and Typed) 
	Group 
	
	20
	

	Final Paper 
	Group 


	
	30
	

	Google Presentation 


	Group 
	
	20 
	

	Final Grade 
	
	
	100 
	


Possible Project Topics

The following are suggested research topics. If you wish to submit your own idea, please see me for approval. 
Historical Events (Type: Cause/Effect Paper) 
Essential Question: What happened during the event? What were the causes of the event? What were some of the effects of this event? 
Japanese Internment Camps during WWII
The Freedom Riders 

Apartheid in South Africa

Brown v. Board of Education 

Hollywood Ten (part of McCarthy era)

Tuskegee Syphilis Experiments

Haymarket Riot Trials
The Murder of Emmett Till
The Little Rock Nine

The Wounded Knee Massacre

McCarthyism and the Anti-Communist Witch hunts of the 1950’s 

The Scottsboro Boys Case

The Tulsa Race Riots

(Removal of Irish &n AFAMS in) Seneca Village [now Central Park]

Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (Now NYU)

Homestead (Pa) Strikes and Riots 
Repression of Voting Rights (for Landless, AFAMs, Women, etc.) 
Indian Removal (Act) Trail of Tears/Broken Treaties/Indian Reservations

Fugitive Slave Act (As a Moral Claim)

The Civil War's "Total War" (As a Moral Claim)

The Morality/Justice of Manifest Destiny/Expansion Westward onto occupied lands

"Black Codes"

Poll Taxes, Literacy Tests

Chinese Immigration Act 1881

Kent State Massacre (Ohio)
Current Events (Type: Argument-Problem/Solution Paper) 

Essential Questions: (What is the current problem? What are the possible causes? What are possible solutions to the problem?) 
Equal Pay for Equal Work Bill 

Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Laws 

Taliban Treatment of Women (The Shooting of Malala Yousafzai, Educational Rights Efforts, etc.) 
Child Labor 

GITMO

The Murder of Mathew Shepard 

School Bullying 
The Current Conditions of Indian Reservations (Pine Ridge) 

Stop and Frisk 
Literature Based Topics (Type: Literary Analysis Paper) 

Essential Questions: Why did the author write the work? What social issue of justice/injustice does the work address? Why is the work still studied today?) 
Arthur Miller and the Writing of The Crucible
Lorraine Hansbury and the Writing of A Raisin in the Sun
Elie Weisel and the Writing of Night 

Harper Lee and the Writing of To Kill a Mockingbird 
Khaled Hosseini and the Writing of The Kite Runner 

