The Crucible: Reading Assignments 
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In addition to writing assessments as we read The Crucible, you will also be required to complete three activities (reading notes, summary questions, quote analysis) as you read the play. 

	Activity 
	Due
	Points 

	Daily Reading Notes 
	End of Each Act 
	30 Point

	Act Questions
	End of Each Act
	30 Points

	Quote Analysis 
	End of Each Act
	40 Points


Daily Reading Notes

You will keep a double-sided reading log in which you will take notes on important details about the plot, characters, setting, conflicts, themes and techniques in the play. On the other side, you will take down essential quotes to support your views. I will model these notes for you in class. 

Comprehension Questions

In addition to our daily notes, you will be responsible for completing these questions and the quote assignment at the end of each Act. For the questions, please type or write your answers in paragraph form using direct supporting quotes from the play.  Additionally, if you are absent, these basic questions will serve as a guide for what you “need to know” for the play. 
Essential Quotes 
Choose three “key quotes” from each Act and explain their importance to the main themes of the work. These themes should include: 
· Justice and Injustice

· Individual vs. Society

· Personal Honor and Reputation

· Standing Up for Beliefs

· Selfishness vs. Selflessness 

· Corruption vs. Honesty 

In addition, your analysis of the quote must include the author’s use of technique, including an important symbol, conflict, characterization, use of irony, foreshadowing, etc. or important piece of diction (word choice) used in the dialogue of the play. 

Sample Quote Analysis:

“Then why can she not move herself since midnight? This child is desperate! It must come out – my enemies will bring it out. Let me know what you have done there. Abigail, do you understand that I have many enemies?” – Reverend Parris (10). 

In this quote, Reverend Parris reveals himself to be a selfish and self-centered man. While his young daughter Betty lies in bed without moving, he is unconcerned with her health and only interested in the scandal that might cause in the town. In this scene, he is angry with Abigail not because she put his daughter’s life at risk, but because their strange behavior in the woods might cause him to lose his job as the minister of Salem. Also, the choice of diction when he explains that he has “enemies” implies that he is hated in Salem As a result, Parris’ characterization as a greedy, self-interested reverend is an example of irony. As a Puritan minister, he is supposed to be “pure,” yet he is not. This use of irony to characterize Parris illustrates the theme of corruption vs. honesty in the play by displaying that even the most “pure” minister was really corrupt and selfish. 
